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The Joy of Motherhood 
“The Joy of Motherhood” as presented by Buchi Emecheta, centers on the theme of childbirth and how it can challenge a woman or lead to greater self-awareness. The novel is about a young Ibo woman who marries twice. In the first marriage, she focuses on her infertility. In the second marriage, she talks about the limited challenges that she faced in reproducing. However, she centers on the many challenges that she faced while trying to raise her children and maintain her marriage. This analysis is centered on the culture and life in Nigeria during the British rule in the 1900s. It focuses on gender roles, family life, religious beliefs, and ethnicity in the colonial era. 
Understanding the background of Buchi Emecheta is critical in understanding the different cultural issues that have been raised in the novel. Buchi Emecheta was born in 1944, in Lagos, Nigeria to an Ibuza family (Emecheta, 1979). Emecheta grew and lived in the cities of Lagos and Ibuza, and it is in the same places that the storyline of the novel was produced. Emecheta was married at sixteen years and had five children. Having many children was a common tradition in Ibuza and Lagos (Emecheta, 1979). Emecheta did only live an oppressed life but was also an underprivileged mother and wife. Apart from this, she was also an emigrant. Therefore, this novel is a firsthand account of the experiences of Emecheta in Nigerian society. 
Nnu Ego is the main character in the novel, and she is depicted as struggling to create a path for her life. While life in Ibuza seems to be easy, Ego has to adhere to cultural traditions. For example, she is expected to get married at a young age and give birth to multiple children (Emecheta, 1979). As a result of this, the failure to reproduce with her husband leads to disappointment across the community. She is forced to marry again to fulfill the cultural practices of the community. While she was married to a handsome man at first, her second marriage is with an ugly man, who lives in a foreign city. Ego gives birth to nine children in his second marriage (Emecheta, 1979). However, only seven of the children survive. 
Giving birth to nine children and raising seven was a blessing to Ego and his husband. For example, it gave them an honorable reputation. However, it was also a curse. They were not only a low-income family but his husband was also forced to fight for the British in the Civil War, which lasted for over a year (Emecheta, 1979). Therefore, Ego was left to fend for the family at a time when market prices were rising and women could not find work. In chapter 10 of the novel, it is indicated that “her love and duty for her children were like her chain of slavery” (Emecheta 1979). In raising her children, Ego portrays the sweat, blood, and tears that Nigerian women had to put up with to ensure that their children had a better and successful life. 
The novel shows that marriage and children are important cultural traditions in Nigeria. This explains why there are many polygamous families in Nigeria (Emecheta, 1979). In Nigerian society, a man can have up to four wives as long as he can support all of them. Apart from this, men are allowed to inherit wives and children of their deceased relatives. In the novel, when Ego’s husband, Nnaife, loses his brother, he is tasked with the responsibility of taking care of his brother’s family as an elder son (Emecheta, 1979). Despite Ego knowing this tradition, she gets angry when the new wife moves in with her children. However, she has no choice but to behave like the elder wife. 
Another significant aspect of Nigerian culture is the importance of children. According to the Nigerian culture, male children are more preferred than female children (Emecheta, 1979). This is the same case in modern Nigeria. As a result of this, women who give birth to daughters have to continue producing until they have a son. It is the reason why Ego had nine children. The patriarchal society in Nigeria gives males more power and the responsibility of carrying the family name. On the other hand, the responsibility of women is to marry at a young age, to provide bride prices for their families (Emecheta, 1979). Coupled with this is the strict division of gender roles. While men make family decisions, women give birth to children and take care of the house. In the novel, Ego nurses her children clean, and feed them as required by traditions. However, there is a conflict as Ego has to go to trade to the market each day to provide for her family. There is a change of roles as it is stated that "men here are too busy being white men’s servants to be men. We women mind the home. Not our husbands. Their manhood has been taken away from them. The shame is that they don’t know it” (Emecheta, 1979). In the novel, even children are involved in providing for the family. Therefore, despite men and women not been seen as equals in society, the novel states otherwise. 
Based on these arguments, there is a need to criticize both the colonial rule and the native culture and traditions of the Nigerian society. The colonial culture was responsible for creating a public view of how women were treated in urban settings. For example, despite women working hard to take care of their children, they do not receive any support or get any comfort from it. Ego’s children were not available to support her at old age as they settled in foreign countries. Apart from this, the native community failed to realize the challenges that Ego faced in raising her children. She went through pain and uncertainty. They failed to understand why she was never happy. This is the happiness that most women do not get to enjoy. Therefore, individuals should change their worldview about society and its traditions. Both the role of men and women should be acknowledged to ensure that they enjoy equal happiness. 
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